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M E M O R A N D U M  
 
TO:  Expansion of Commission Districts Committee,  

2016 Orange County Charter Review Commission 
FROM: Wade C. Vose, Esq., General Counsel 
DATE: August 20, 2015 
SUBJECT: Draft Language to Add Two Additional County Commission Districts 
 
Pursuant to your request, please find below proposed draft charter language implementing your 
committee’s intended recommendation to the full Charter Review Commission to add two 
additional single-member county commission districts and commissioners to the Orange County 
Board of County Commissioners.  As we have discussed, this language tracks structurally the 
language previously prepared for the 2012 CRC when they looked at the same issue. 
 
You will find highlighted various dates in the process for effectuating redistricting and arriving 
at the new districts.  As previously stated, the dates as presented should be seen primarily as 
placeholders, and should ultimately be set based on policy considerations related to the time 
necessary to adequately redistrict the county from six to eight districts, the date the two new 
offices are desired to be created, and any other policy considerations in your sound discretion. 
 

C. Text Revisions:  Sections 202, 203, and 204 of the Orange County Charter are 

amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 202.  Commission districts. 
 
A. Prior to the adoption of the redistricting plan referenced in Section 
202(B) of the Charter, thereThere shall be six commission districts of 
contiguous territory as nearly equal in population as practicable.  These 
districts shall be reconsidered after each decennial census and adjusted by 
the board after one or more public hearings. 
 
B. In January 2017, the Board shall appoint a Redistricting Advisory 
Committee composed of fifteen residents of the County, with each 
Commissioner selecting two individuals, and the Mayor selecting three 
individuals, to serve on the Committee. The Committee shall submit to the 
Board by August 1, 2017, a proposal for redistricting the County into eight 
Commission districts of contiguous territory as nearly equal in population 
as practicable. The Board shall then adopt a redistricting plan no later than 
October 1, 2017. The redistricting plan shall designate six of the eight 
commission districts as successor districts to the prior six commission 
districts. Commissioners in office upon the adoption of the redistricting 
plan shall continue in office until the normal expiration of their terms. The 
redistricting plan shall also designate which of the two districts not 
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designated as successor districts will have an initial abbreviated term 
pursuant to Section 204(c) of the Charter. 

  
C. Subsequent to the adoption of the redistricting plan referenced in 
Section 202(B) of the Charter, there shall be eight commission districts of 
contiguous territory as nearly equal in population as practicable.  These 
districts shall be reconsidered after each decennial census and adjusted by 
the Board after one or more public hearings. 
 
Sec. 203.  Structure of board. 
 
A. Prior to the adoption of the redistricting plan referenced in Section 
202(B) of the Charter, theThe number of commissioners shall be six with 
each member elected from single member districts and a county mayor 
elected county-wide.  Each commissioner shall be a registered voter of and 
resident of the particular district he or she represents at the time of election 
to office and throughout the term of office. 
 
B. Subsequent to the adoption of the redistricting plan referenced in 
Section 202(B) of the Charter, the number of commissioners shall be eight 
with each member elected from single member districts and a county 
mayor elected county-wide. Each commissioner shall be a registered voter 
of and resident of the particular district he or she represents at the time of 
election to office and throughout the term of office. 
 
Sec. 204.  Terms of county commissioners. 
 
A. Commissioners shall be elected for terms of four years.  Elections 
shall be staggered so that three half of the total number of commissioners 
will be elected every two years.  The terms of office for the commissioners 
shall commence either on the second Tuesday following the general 
election or, if not inconsistent with general law, on such later date as set 
by ordinance, but in no case later than the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in January following the general election. 
 
B. A county commissioner who has held the same commission district 
office for the preceding two full terms is prohibited from appearing on the 
ballot for re-election to that office. 
 
C. The commissioner elected to the commission district designated to 
have an initial abbreviated term in the redistricting plan pursuant to 
Section 202(B) of the Charter, shall be elected for an initial term of two 
years.  This initial abbreviated term shall not constitute a full term for the 
purposes of the term limits imposed pursuant to Section 204(B) of the 
Charter. 
 


