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      Work Group Summary Report 
 
  CRC Issues Work Group  
      Tuesday, November 3, 2015 
      Comptroller’s 4th Floor Conference Room 
      12:05 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. 
 
 
Work Group Members:   Walter Hawkins, Chair 

Pat DiVecchio 
Maribel Gomez Cordero 
Cheryl Moore (via conference call) 
Katie Smith, Assisting CRC as Staff 
Wade Vose, CRC Attorney 
Kate Latorre, Assistant County Attorney 
Anissa Mercado, Staff Assistant 

 
Absent Member(s)    Kevin Shaughnessy 
 
Invited Guest: Eric Gassman, Deputy County Administrator 
  Ajit Lalchandani, County Administrator 
  Jeff Newton, County Attorney 
  Chris Testerman, Assistant County Administrator 
 
A meeting was held to identify issues and questions. 
 
County Administration Presentation – Sec. 209 
Mr. Lalchandani presented on Sec. 209 of the Orange County Charter and the format of the 
Board of County Commission meetings.  Mr. Testerman added the county advertises public 
hearings in the newspaper.  Mr. Newton also noted Mayor Jacobs was behind the creation of 
Sec. 209 of the Orange County Charter which provides for at least fifteen (15) minutes of public 
comment at each of the board meetings; further, stating citizens have ample opportunity for 
public participation during morning, afternoon, and evening meetings.  Mr. Gassman added 
there seems to be a stronger correlation between the amount of public interest and public 
comment based on the issue rather than the time of the meeting.  Discussion ensued. 
 
Motion/Second: Members DiVecchio/Hawkins 
Absent: Member Shaughnessy 
AYE (voice vote): Members DiVecchio, Hawkins 
NO (voice vote): Member Gomez Cordero 
Action: The CRC Issues Work group approved the motion to not bring forward the topic of Sec. 
209 to the full CRC. 
  



The Urban Neighborhood Focus Amendment 
Attorney Vose presented on the Urban Neighborhood Focus Amendment which was submitted 
to the CRC as a citizen’s proposal.  The citizens are proposing some sort of designated office 
that would have a focus on large censuses designated places.  Discussion ensued. 
 
 
Public Comment 
The following persons addressed the Work Group: 
- Trini Quiroz – commented on the topics of: 

• Sec. 209, stating three (3) minutes is not enough time to express their issues 
and further asking for a citizen advocate to address the concerns of the 
public. 

• The urban neighborhood-focus amendment, stating the citizens do not have 
an advocate to speak on their behalf. 

- David Siegel – commented on the topics of: 
• Sec. 209, agreeing with Ms. Quiroz’s point on the need for advocacy.  He 

also mentioned that citizens are not the only ones that make the meetings run 
longer.  Meeting formats are changed and developers have an opportunity for 
rebuttal which can go on for hours.  He further suggested meetings should 
have an end time and continue the next day, if necessary. 

• The urban neighborhood focus amendment, suggesting the commission to 
consider mirroring Sarasota’s Charter in regards to proposing changes to 
increase the density in rural areas by needing an unanimous vote of the 
county commission. 

- Tom Glover – commented on the topics of: 
• Taking charge of the county’s concerns and needs by thanking the staff and 

commissioners for their dedicated time. 
• Rural areas, stating the rural areas are under a form of threat and the 

community in those areas is under distress. Further, asking the Charter 
Review to exercise all possible methods to preserve the rural area. 

- Umut Kocaman [Phonetic] – commented on the topic of: 
• Sec. 209, stating he understands where the two (2) minute rule is coming 

from; however, it does not make sense when you are trying to explain 
important issues.  The rule does not promote public hearing.  He also stated if 
a meeting has to go on 2-3 days, allow it, because the Commissioners are 
there to hear their constituents not to ignore the issues brought forward to 
them. 

- Cathy Glover – commented on the topic of: 
• The urban neighborhood-focus amendment, asking where are the people in 

the undesignated areas? 
 
 
Action Plan 
After the discussion, it was suggested that Charter staff invite Lavonne Williams of 
Neighborhood Preservation & Revitalization in regards to presenting on the Pine Hills 
Neighborhood Improvement District. 


