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      Work Group Summary Report 
 
  Protection of the Rural Boundary Work Group  
      Tuesday, December 1, 2015 
      Comptroller’s 4th Floor Conference Room 
      2:03 p.m. – 3:38 p.m. 
 
 
Work Group Members:   Pat DiVecchio 

Doug Gondera 
Cheryl Moore 
Katie Smith, Assisting CRC as Staff 
Wade Vose, CRC Attorney 
Kate Latorre, Assistant County Attorney 
Anissa Mercado, Staff Assistant 

 
Invited Guest: Lavon Williams, Manager of Neighborhood 

Preservation and Revitalization Division – 
Neighborhood Services 
Michele Owens, Executive Director of the Pine Hills 
Neighborhood Improvement District 

 
A meeting was held to identify issues and questions. 
 
Selection of Work Group Chair 
Attorney Vose opened the meeting by asking the members to select a Chair of the work group. 
 
Motion/Second: Members DiVecchio/Moore 
AYE (voice vote): All present members 
Action: The Protection of the Rural Boundary Work Group approved the motion to elect Member 
Gondera as Chair of the work group. 
 
Protection of the Rural Boundary 

• Citizen Submittals 
Member DiVecchio stated there is a lot of information submitted by citizens to assess and 
suggested reviewing Sarasota’s Charter as well as invite someone from the Planning Division to 
discuss the topic.  Member Moore noted an obstacle the work group may face will be balancing 
property rights with the desire of the citizens.  Attorney Vose presented on the provision of the 
Sarasota County Charter.  Member Moore clarified that the proposal is intended for 
unincorporated Orange County not just East Orange County as well as if a recommendation is 
passed, it will not affect any of the current development efforts.  Discussion ensued. 
 
The Urban Neighborhood Focus Amendment 

• Orange County Code – Chapter 33 
• Article VII Divisions 1 and 2 
• County Staff – Lavon Williams 
• Citizen Submittals 



Attorney Vose explained to the work group members that The Urban Neighborhood Focus 
Amendment is a different subject matter.  He suggested that the work group consider whether 
this issue should remain on the work group’s list of topics or refer it back to the full CRC to form 
a separate committee after the County’s presentation and work group discussion. 
 
Lavon Williams presented on the County’s plans to revitalize and redevelop urban 
neighborhoods.  Michelle Owens presented on the Pine Hills Neighborhood Improvement 
District.  Discussion ensued. 
 
Motion/Second: Members DiVecchio/Moore 
AYE (voice vote): All present members 
Action: The Protection of the Rural Boundary Work Group approved the motion that The Urban 
Neighborhood Focus Amendment will receive no further consideration and make a 
recommendation to the full CRC that a memorandum be addressed to the Mayor to consider 
hiring someone as a Coordinator for Pine Hills. 
 
Public Comment 
The following persons addressed the Work Group: 
- David Siegel commented on the topic of: 

• Protection of the rural boundary, stating he’s concerned that the whole county is going to 
end up being an urban sprawl.  Modeling Sarasota’s higher threshold marginalizes some 
of the developers’ influences. 

- Steve Healy commented on the topic of: 
• Protection of the rural boundary, asking the work group to thoroughly vet the issue to 

ensure there are no loopholes in the future. 
- Bobby Beagles commented on the topics of: 

• Protection of the rural boundary, mentioning he is not against development and growth 
however, he is bothered when a vote comes up 100 to 1 against a project and the 
project still gets approved. 

• The Urban Neighborhood Focus Amendment, asking if there is anything that can be 
done to help clean up the neighborhood, there are good people there. 

- Bill Lutz commented on the topic of: 
• Protection of the rural boundary, stating he is really encouraged that the work group is 

looking into the matter especially when the feeling is that the citizens do not have a 
chance when developers and some politicians are involved. 

- Emily Bonilla commented on the topics of: 
• Protection of the rural boundary, noting there are fewer jobs in the area than in 2010, so 

population growth does not always lead to economic growth.  Increasing the population 
in the area will make it harder for the citizens who live in the area to find work. 

• The Urban Neighborhood Focus Amendment, suggesting not combining the two topics. 
- Umut Kocaman commented on the topic of: 

• Protection of the rural boundary, mentioning there are inconsistencies within the 
County’s meeting reports. 

- John Lina commented on the topic of: 
• Protection of the rural boundary, asking the work group to keep the loopholes in mind 

when making a decision. 
- Susan McCune commented on the topics of: 

• Protection of the rural boundary, stating as the Project Manager with the Planning 
Division, she would be happy to prepare a presentation for the work group to present at 
a future meeting. 



• The Urban Neighborhood Focus Amendment, mentioning the state requires the Planning 
Division to evaluate and apprise the Comprehension Plan and one of the things they are 
contemplating is how to divide the county into smaller sections for Planning which 
speaks to the problem of coordination of information. 

- Ken Dwyer commented on the topic of: 
• The Urban Neighborhood Focus Amendment, stating the crux of his proposal is to move 

the focus from staff level to the Mayor’s level to make determinations and decisions.  
Requesting that the Mayor and County Administration designate a person as a 
coordinator for the census-designated places like Pine Hills. 

- Tim Haberkamp commented on the topic of: 
• The Urban Neighborhood Focus Amendment, mentioning the community council would 

like a person to be appointed as coordinator with knowledge of all of the work being 
done in the neighborhood instead of having to call different departments to get answers. 

 
Action Plan 
After the discussion, the members were asked to review all the materials in the agenda packet, 
have Attorney Vose review the Sarasota Charter as a model for the protection of the rural 
boundary issue, and invite someone from the Planning Division to discuss their perspective on 
the Sarasota plan.  Charter staff also agreed to contact the Sarasota County Attorney’s Office to 
get the history on how the amendment became part of their Charter. 
 
The next scheduled Protection of the Rural Boundary Work Group meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, January 12, 2016, at 12:00 p.m. 
 


