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A meeting was held to discuss Initiative and Referendum /Procedure for Initiative and 
Referendum/Limitation, specifically Sections 601-603 of the Orange County Charter. 
 
Continue Working on Format of Recommendations and Preparation of Work Group Report for 
Presentation to Full Commission 
The summary of all public comments received by the Initiative Petitions Work Group was 
reviewed by the work group to ensure that the members had addressed all topics raised by 
comments of CRC members, public officials, and the public.  Based on such review, the 
members determined that all such topics had been addressed by the work group. 
 
Attorney Vose presented on his integrated format of the work group’s recommendations which 
included Chair Mellen’s outline of Sec. 602.  He pointed out that a few of the work group’s 
recommendations in Sec. 602 may obviate the need for Sec. 603.C of the Orange County 
Charter.  Discussion ensued. 
 
Motion/Second: Members Klein/Brummer 
AYE (voice vote): All present members 
Action: The Initiative Petitions Work Group approved the motion to recommend striking Sec. 
603.C from the Charter contingent on the proposed new legal review process for initiative 
petitions being approved by the voters and made part of the Charter. 
 
Chair Mellen presented on his Draft Format for Work Group Report and Presentation 
highlighting substantive and procedural changes as well as codification of existing 
law/procedure that is already in place.  Discussion ensued.  The work group suggested the main 
elements of the recommendation report to the full CRC would include the following: 

• An introductory paragraph – explaining the work group’s process 



• A summary of the proposed changes including a detailed explanation of all the 
recommended substantive changes which will include pros and cons - Chair Mellen’s 
Draft Format for Work Group Report and Presentation 

• A detailed report of precisely what is being recommended and how it would be 
integrated in the current Charter language - Attorney Vose’s Draft 12/13/15 Workgroup 
Recommendation 

• All public comments – Summary of Initiative Petitions Public Comments 
• Additional pros and cons for the other recommendations 

It was further suggested to include Attorney Vose’s Summary of Initiative Petition Workgroup 
Recommendation timeline as back up material. 
 
Public Comment 
The following persons addressed the Work Group: 

• Bill Barnett stated the work group has done a great job putting together the report and he 
suggested the members include Attorney Vose’s timeline of the initiative petition process 
in the report to provide clarity. 

• Nick Shannin asked that the recommended changes to the initiative petition process in 
the Charter be abundantly clear that once all the requirements have been met, the 
Supervisor of Elections is specifically instructed to place the initiative petition on the 
ballot. 

• Trini Quiroz noted that the language in Attorney Vose’s Draft 12/13/15 Workgroup 
Recommendation should not read “…repeal the Charter…” because no one is going to 
repeal the whole Charter; and that is what that language implies.  She further stated that 
she sees more restrictions on the initiative petition process being added. 

• Linda O’Keefe stated she thinks the work group has clarified the initiative petition 
process for the citizens by bringing transparency, requiring a financial impact statement, 
and making sure the proposals are legal and thanked the members for their work. 

 
Action Plan 
After the discussion, Chair Mellen will provide Attorney Vose with his notes of the pros and cons 
taken from the December 7, 2015 meeting.  Attorney Vose agreed to provide the members with 
his final draft of the recommendation report by Monday, January 4, 2016.  He recommended the 
members forward any suggested changes to his report to Charter staff before the subsequent 
meeting.  Chair Mellen noted the work group will need to meet at least twice in January to 
review and revise their report and presentation to the full CRC.  The report and presentation 
should be finalized in these meetings and ready for the February CRC meeting. 
 
The next scheduled Initiative Petitions Work Group meeting will be held on Friday, January 8, 
2016, at 3:00 p.m. 


