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Request Consideration of Charter Amendment to 
Eliminate Unnecessary Litigation and Expenditure of Taxpayer Funds 

I regret that I was unable to attend your November 1 yth work group meeting where 
the committee took action not to move forward a recommendation to change the 
status of our constitutional officers to charter officers. I greatly appreciate your 
consideration of bringing this item back before the work group based on the new 
information we discussed last week. 

As you know, on the November 2014 ballot, voters overwhelmingly approved Charter 
Amendment D, establishing term-limits and non-partisan elections for the Orange 
County Clerk of the Circuit Court, Comptroller, Property Appraiser, Sheriff, Supervisor of 
Elections and Tax Collector. 

By way of history, on July 29, 2014 when the County Commission first discussed this 
potential amendment to the charter, I recommended that we also change the 
constitutional offices to charter offices. As stated during the public meeting, I offered this 
recommendation "to eliminate potential litigation." However, on August 19, 2014, during 
public testimony, all six constitutional offices objected to changing their offices to charter 
offices. We honored their request. 

On October 17, 2014, in an effort to prevent Amendment D from being placed on the 
ballot, three of the six officers serving in these positions, Tax Collector Scott Randolph , 
Property Appraiser Rick Singh and Sheriff Jerry Demings, filed a lawsuit against the 
BCC and the Supervisor of Elections. The lawsuit alleges, in part, that the County 
Charter lacks the authority to change the election process for constitutional offices. 

On December 2, 2015, during a hearing of the lawsuit, an attorney representing the 
plaintiff argued that in order for the County to change the election process, they must 
abolish the constitutional offices and create county charter offices. While I disagree, and 
our County Attorney disagrees, it seems ironic that the plaintiffs are only able to make 
this argument because the BCC honored their request not to change their office to 
charter offices. 
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The plaintiff also alleges that the county cannot combine non-partisan and term limits in 
a single question. We disagree. However, the single subject rule would not apply if the 
CRC placed the amendment on the ballot, hence there would be no need to further 
litigate this issue. See, Charter Review Commission v. Scott 647So. 2d 835 (Fia 1994). 

The Tax Collector and Property Appraiser have hired outside counsel , paid for with 
taxpayer funds to challenge Amendment D. The Sheriff is using in-house counsel. 
Orange County is using in-house counsel to defend the lawsuit. 

In an effort to prevent further waste of taxpayer funded resources to both challenge and 
defend a decision that was overwhelming approved by Orange County voters, I am 
asking for the CRC's consideration in placing the amendment back on the ballot with 
one addition, to make these offices charter offices. 

Finally, with regard to the concerns raised by the comptroller's office that the BCC 
could , through a simple county ordinance, limit or abolish its audit authority, I 
propose that these charter offices remain independent of the BCC and be subject 
only to the County Charter which , as you know, can only be amended by a vote of 
the electorate. 

In closing , thank you again for your service to the citizens of Orange County. The CRC 
serves as a vital link between Orange County Government and its citizens, and I remain 
deeply grateful for your commitment to self-governance. 

c: Constitutional I Charter Officers Work Group members 
Jeff Newton, County Attorney 
Wade Vose, CRC Attorney 
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