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A meeting was held to prepare ballot summary language for those proposed amendments to the 
Charter being placed on the November 2016 ballot. 
 
Review of the Initiative Petition Amendment Ballot Title and Summary 
Attorney Vose presented on the badge requirement language stating the BCC has the authority 
to provide the parameters of the badge in an ordinance.  Members of the work group made 
additional suggested changes to the ballot summary. 
 
Motion/Second: Members Brummer/Nix 
Absent: Member Mellen 
AYE (voice vote): All present members 
Action: The Ballot Summary Work Group adopted the ballot title and summary and for 
presentation to the full commission on March 31st. 
 
Member Mellen presented on his suggested modification to the ballot title. 
 
Motion/Second: Members Mellen/Brummer 
AYE (voice vote): All present members 
Action: The Ballot Summary Work Group moved to reconsider the ballot title of the Initiative 
Petitions recommended changes and to use “Reform initiative process to provide clarity, 
accountability, and transparency, and ensure equal treatment of voters” as the alternative 
language. 
 
Motion/Second: Members Brummer/Mellen 
AYE (voice vote): All present members 
Action: The Ballot Summary Work Group adopted the Initiative Petitions ballot title to read 
“Reforming initiative process to provide clarity, accountability, and transparency, and ensure 
equal treatment of voters”. 
  



Review of the Tourist Development Tax Amendment Ballot Title and Summary 
Attorney Vose presented the work group with a Tourist Development Tax ballot title and 
summary language.  Discussion ensued and certain changes to the ballot title were suggested 
by the work group. 
 
Motion/Second: Members Brummer/Nix 
AYE (voice vote): Member Brummer, Nix 
NO (voice vote): Chair Shaughnessy, Member Mellen 
Action: The Ballot Summary Work Group motion to adopt the Tourist Development Tax title to 
read “Creating criteria and process for evaluating unencumbered tourist development tax 
spending.” failed 
 
Motion/Second: Members Brummer/Nix 
AYE (voice vote): All present members 
Action: The Ballot Summary Work Group adopted the ballot title that reads “Creating evaluation 
process for spending unencumbered tourist development tax; preserving statutory powers of 
county commission.” 
 
Members of the work group discussed and made suggested changes to the ballot summary. 
 
Motion/Second: Members Brummer/Nix 
AYE (voice vote): All present members 
Action: The Ballot Summary Work Group adopted the ballot summary that reads “Providing 
public application/evaluation process for spending Unencumbered Tourist Development Tax 
Revenue; requiring evaluation of proposed projects by County Commission and Tourist 
Development Council based on project’s expansion of tourism, return on investment, and 
quality; requiring implementing ordinance; authorizing project audits and post-completion 
evaluation of economic/cultural benefits; providing exemptions for certain projects in County’s 
Tourist Development Plan; preserving the statutory powers of County Commission.” 
 
 
Public Comment 
The following persons addressed the Work Group: 
- Brenda Alston [Phonetic] noted that she likes the addition of the word “unencumbered” 

because it adds clarity to the issue; and further, the term “preserving statutory 
powers” because it need to be explicit and not implied. 

- Doug Head stated that the ballot summaries are very wordy and complex and makes it easy 
for him to challenge in public as trying to slip something by. 

- David Bottomley mentioned getting a summary in common language is not easy; he likes the 
TDT summary. 

 
Action Plan 
After the discussion, Chair Shaughnessy requested that Charter staff include the Initiative 
Petitions and Tourist Development Tax ballot titles and summaries in the March 31, 2016, 
agenda packet.  He further requested that Charter staff distribute the financial impact 
statements once received from the Comptroller’s office to the full commission and for Attorney 
Vose to include the financial impact statement language in the Initiative Petitions and TDT ballot 
summaries. 
 
The next scheduled Ballot Summary Work Group meeting scheduled to be held on Tuesday, 
March 22, 2016, has been cancelled 


