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Work Group Members:   Rob Mellen, Chair 

Fred Brummer 
Stina D’Uva 
Maribel Gomez Cordero 
Matt Klein 
Wade Vose, CRC Attorney 
Anissa Mercado, Staff Assistant 

 
Absent Member(s)     Kate Latorre, Assistant County Attorney 
 
A meeting was held to discuss textual changes to Sections 601-603 of the Orange County 
Charter. 
 
 
Chair Mellen opened the meeting by sharing the Initiative Petitions ballot title and summary with 
the work group members. 
 
Ballot Title: 

Reforming initiative process by ensuring equal treatment of voters, 
accountability, transparency, and single subject petitions 

Ballot Summary: 

Reforming the charter initiative process by providing single subject, legal 
review, Comptroller-prepared financial impact statement, and public 
hearing requirements; ensuring equal percentage of signatures from all 
commission districts rather than only the majority of the districts; 
enhancing disclosure of gatherer’s paid/volunteer status, requiring 
gatherer’s affidavit and badge, adding signature withdrawal process, 
deadlines and other procedural reforms; and protecting successful 
amendments for one year. 

 
Review Proposed Textual Changes to Sections 601-603 of the Charter 
Attorney Vose presented on his draft of the Charter amendment language for the Initiative 
Petitions Amendment.  Ms. Latorre’s suggestions sent via email were also addressed by the 
members.  Discussion ensued and certain changes were made by the work group. 



 
 
Public Comment 
The following persons addressed the CRC: 
- Linda O’Keefe stated she appreciated Member Klein’s suggestion regarding a signature not 

being valid when the petition is not timely filed with the Supervisor of Elections 
and further requested that the language not only be clear on the verification of 
a signature but for the verification of a petition as well.  She also commented 
on electronic signatures and asked that the language in the Charter include 
“hand-written signature” to clarify the intent of the work group. 

 
 
Action Plan 
After the discussion, it was suggested that the work group meet again to review a final draft of 
the suggested changes to Attorney Vose’s draft Charter amendment language before it goes 
into the CRC final report. 
 
The next scheduled Initiative Petitions Work Group meeting will be determined at a later date. 
 


