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 2016 ORANGE COUNTY CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION (CRC) 
   
 

Initiative Petition Amendment 
Partial DRAFT 04/05/16 – Potential Fix for Issue 
Raised by Supervisor Cowles 

 
 
 
C. Petition Gathering 
 

As used in this Charter, “petition gatherer” means any individual who gathers 
signatures in person for a county initiative petition.  A petition gatherer gathering 
signatures for a county initiative petition who is not being paid to do so shall 
display a badge that states the words “VOLUNTEER GATHERER”, in a form and 
manner specified by ordinance.  A petition gatherer gathering signatures for a 
county initiative petition who is being paid to do so shall display a badge that 
states the words “PAID GATHERER”, in a form and manner specified by 
ordinance.  The petition gatherer who gathered a given petition shall sign and 
verify under penalty of perjury pursuant to Section 92.525(1)(c), Fla. Stat. the 
affidavit required on the petition form for each petition gathered by the petition 
gatherer.  Petitions signed by an elector but not gathered by a petition gather 
shall not be required to have a completed petition gatherer’s affidavit, but such 
petitions shall be submitted by the sponsor to the supervisor of elections with an 
accompanying statement signed and verified under penalty of perjury pursuant to 
Section 92.525(1)(c), Fla. Stat., averring that such accompanying petitions were 
submitted by the signing elector directly to the sponsor and that they were not 
collected by a petition gatherer. 

 
D. Submission of Signed Petitions Gathered by Petition Gatherers; Verification of 

Requisite Signatures 
 

The sponsor shall submit all signed petitions gathered by petition gatherers or 
submitted to the sponsor during a month to the supervisor of elections for 
signature verification no later than the fifth day of the following month.  The 
supervisor of elections shall verify the validity of signatures for each signed 
petition submitted within 30 days after submittal to the supervisor of elections.  
No signature shall be valid unless handwritten and submitted on a paper form 
completed and submitted in a manner consistent with this section. The 
supervisor of elections shall post a running tally of the number of signatures 
verified for each initiative petition on the supervisor of elections’ website for 
public view. Otherwise valid signatures not timely submitted to the supervisor of 
elections shall not be counted towards the total number of signatures required 
under Section 601. 

 
 


