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M E M O R A N D U M  
 
TO:   2016 Orange County Charter Review Commission 
FROM: Wade C. Vose, Esq., General Counsel 
DATE: June 8, 2016 
SUBJECT: Suggested Language Clarifications to Initiative Petitions Amendment 
 
Supervisor of Elections Bill Cowles and his general counsel, Nick Shannin, recently contacted 
this office to request that the language of the Initiative Petitions Amendment be clarified 
concerning the precise placement of the Comptroller’s financial impact statement for ordinances 
and charter amendments by initiative.  Based on conversations with them, the following 
suggested revisions were prepared: 
 
In Section 602 G. 1. and Section 602 G. 2., replace: 
 

“The supervisor of elections shall place the comptroller’s financial impact 
statement on the ballot immediately following the corresponding ballot 
summary." 

 
with: 
 

"The comptroller's financial impact statement shall be separately contained 
and placed on the ballot immediately following the corresponding ballot 
summary.” 

 
In Section 602 E. 3., revise the second to last sentence as follows: 
 

Upon receipt of the financial impact statement, the sponsor of the petition shall 
prepare and submit to the supervisor of elections for review and approval a 
revised petition form containing the financial impact statement, which statement 
shall be separately contained and placed immediately following the ballot 
summary. 

 
In addition, the County Attorney’s Office has requested that in Section 602 E. 2., the word 
“purchasing” be replaced with the word “procurement”, to conform to current County usage. 
 
All of these suggested language revisions appear to be consistent with the intent of the Initiative 
Petitions Amendment, and I would recommend that they be adopted in the course of your review 
of the CRC’s final report at tomorrow’s meeting. 


