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Dear Orange County Mayor Jacobs and Orange County Commissioners: 

Thank you for your continued concern and support for the animals at Orange County Animal Services (OCAS}. 

OVer the last year, many positive changes have come about, and I am grateful for all that has been done to better 
the 
livelihood of the animals there-as well as the staff. 

PROS: 
*Letting go of the controversial vet, Dr Ridgway, and replacing him with someone else ... 
*Pledging and following through with $500,000 os extra money that was budgeted for OCAS (as Mayor Jacobs 
stated herself last November ... }. 
*With that money, I believe 12 extra employees were able to be added to OCAS as of now/or are currently in the 
process of being added ... 

(One of those being an additional vet, front receptionists, kennel, and vet assistants, a new officer I believe ... } 
*BETIER adverting of the shelter is happening now -to include a billboard on East Colonial advertising to folks to 
adopt animals at OCAS! 

*OCAS staff have done an excellent job trying to reach out to the community, with getting businesses to show their 
support 
with these large cut-outs depicting a homeless cat and dog, which reads that OCAS gets on average 53 animals as 
day and includes the website, 
for folks to visit and find their new best friend at! 

*OCAS is now open longer hours (til 6pm as opposed to the 5pm as it were originally), and OCAS is now open on 
BOTH weekend days - which 

this alone has enabled more lives to be shown, and more lives to be adopted and saved!!! THIS alone, is HUGE!! 
*OCAS is doing a great job with social media ... praising those that do adopt... doing follow up stories/success 
stories ... 
reaching out and working with the Orlando Magic ... 
*A LOT of great things are happening ... 

**** 

As far as what else could be done ... 
TODAY I am here to stress the following: 

1.) OCAS NEEDS atleast 2 more(+) stationary staff members to help in the adoption areas alone. 
This is for both the dog kennel area, as well as the cat area. 

*What I mean by this, as a new volunteer, and from my own experience, espeCially on Mondays-Wednesday, after 
3pm, til 6pm closing, 

Orange County Animal Services (OCAS) seems to be a high traffic time for families and individuals to come in, and 
want to see the dogs. (as well as cats) 
(Typically, there are not enough unpaid volunteers who show up during this time, to assist in the kennel area ... ) 

Someone stationary, as paid staff is needed in both the cat and dog area - on account there is just not enough man
power to show the animals to potential adopters. 

(Potential adopters CANNOT interact with a dog/puppy WITHOUT a volunteer actually getting the dog out of a 
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kennel, and bringing into a play yard, or playroom) 

If you don't have enough folks showing animals -animals do not get shown or adopted. 

These animals are all on death row, and have a limited amount of time before they are killed. *On average 10-14 

days before being killed. 

SOME extensions do happen - keep in mind that on average, again, OCAS gets about 53 homeless animals in a 

day. 

PLEASE help OCAS get a few more paid staffers JUST in the adoption area alone. 

AND2.) 

Please realize that every part of Orange County FL is backyard breeding, including folks in all of your districts. 

*If you go on Craigslist- it is APPALLING and SHOCKING the amount of free animals .. as well as folks backyard 

breeding, and selling puppies. 

Most all animals -being sold under the table. ALL of these surplus animals being bom are displacing homeless 

animals on death row. 

So, folks are making big bucks- while tax payer money is killing innocent kittens, puppies, cats ad dogs ... 

Tax Collector Scott Randolph told me a few years back now that about 90 GRAND was spent on just the killing of 

cats and kittens alone ... 

I'm fairty certain he was talking annually- as over 6 thousand cats have very well been killed in one year alone ... 

What I am asking of the board here is this - Please consider reaching out to your own constituents on the 

importance of spay and neutering, and adopting. 

I cannot stress this enough. This will require more community involvement. This would require you all going into the 

poorer parts of your own districts, 

and start having this conversation with folks. Letting them know about the numbers, on why it's a moral issue at this 

point - and how 

we're killing innocent animals behind the scenes here, with tax payer money. 

*Since it's out of sight, out of mind - folks do not likely realize what is happening 

and that we have a real issue here. 

Let them know about discount spay and neuter available at OCAS - about the $15 chipping.. and just the 

importance of not bringing more lives into this wortd, 

while meanwhile so many are still being killed behind the scenes. Maybe you all cou.ld make this a moral issue -in 

which it is. 

We need more community involvement, and OCAS can only do so much on their own. 
Please try to reach out to more folks in the poorer/less well off areas of your districts - they seem to be the ones on 

Craigslist doing the most breeding 

and selling of animals. (It's extra income for them - but again, tax payer. money is used to kill the displaced animals 

that end up at OCAS. 

*There are homeless puppies and kittens available on a daily basis as well- it's more than just "pitbulls" -1 assure 
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you ... ) 

Another easy way to help (if you have not already) -please consider placing a few of these cut-outs in your 
government areas. 
This would remind your staff and visitors to adopt as well. 

• As a reminder-there is rescue for every breed. And every sort of animal imaginable is listed 
on WWft. Petfidder.com , if in fact 
folks can't seem to find their next best friend at the shelter, or on their website: www.OCNetPets.com 

THANK YOU for your time, and your continued efforts 
to help the innocent animals at Orange County Animal Services! 

Maria Boltork.loubert 
407 325 4495 
524 Meridale Ave 
Ortando, FL 32803 


