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REMARKS: This is the second submittal of parcels for this project to be acquired 
through eminent domain. 

Pine Hills Trail was listed as the third most needed trail in Orange 
County's Trails Master Plan that was adopted in 2012. The Pine Hills 
Trail will serve the densely populated Pine Hills Community, promote 
urban infill, and will provide connectivity with the West Orange Trail, 
Shingle Creek Trail and the Seminole Wekiva Trail. 

A file labeled "DCC Agenda Backup" containing a copy of this agenda 
item and all supporting documentation is in the top drawer of the 
DCC file cabinet in the supply room adjacent to Commissioner 
Thompson's office. 



mROVED . 
BY ORANGE COUNTY BOARD 

Of COUNT.Y COMMISSIONERS 

MAR I 0 2015 KtHf?S 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Clarke, seconded by Commissioner Thompson, 
and carried with all members present and voting AYE by voice vote, the Board 
adopted the following: 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, during FY 12/13, the Board approved acquisition of property for the 
project known as Pine Hills Trail (Alhambra Drive to Silver Star Road) to construct a 
multipurpose recreational trail for bicyclists, in-line skaters, pedestrians, and other non
motorized users as outlined in the attached staff report attached as Exhibit "A". 

WHEREAS, in connection with the construction, repair and maintenance of the 
Pine Hills Trail (Alhambra Drive to Silver Star Road) project by Orange County, a 
charter County and a political subdivision of the State of Florida, it is necessary that said 
County have the required areas for a multipurpose trail for bicyclists, in-line skaters, 
pedestrians, and other non-motorized users and it is necessary and in the public interest 
that there be acquired the required fee simple interest in certain lands for proper 
construction and maintenance of the above trail in the County's Parks and Recreation 
System and 

WHEREAS, efforts to purchase said lands from the owners of said lands have 
been unsuccessful to date. 

NOW THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED by the Orange County, a charter County 
and a political subdivision of the State of Florida, by and through the Board of County 
Commissioners of said County, that the acquisition of the required fee simple interest in 
the required lands necessary for multipurpose trail purposes has been found to be and is 
hereby found to be necessary, practical, and to the best interest of Orange County, 
Florida, and the people of said County, and the same is for a County purpose; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED that for the purposes aforesaid, it is necessary, practical, and in the 
best interest of the public and Orange County and of the people of said County that the 
fee simple interest for multipurpose trail purposes be acquired in the name of said County 
by gift, purchase, eminent domain proceedings, or otherwise over and upon all those 
certain pieces, parcels or tracts of land, situate, lying and being in Orange County, 
Florida, as described in the attached Schedule "A" and Schedule "B". 
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AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the property description under parcel 
number 1003 is ratified and confirmed and found necessary for this project to the extent 
of the estate or interest set forth as a part of the respective parcel descriptions, the above 
referenced descriptions being attached hereto as Schedule "A" and Schedule "B", and 
made a part by reference hereof, that Orange County, the Board of County 
Commissioners of said County, the Deputy Clerk of said Board of County 
Commissioners, the attorneys of said Board of County Commissioners and County, and 
all appropriate departments, officers and employees of said County be, and they are 
hereby authorized and directed to proceed to take necessary steps to institute and 
prosecute such necessary actions and proceedings as may be proper for the acquisition of 
the required fee simple interest in said lands by gift, purchase, eminent domain 
proceedings or otherwise, and to prepare, sign, execute, serve, publish, and file, in the 
name of the County by its commissioners, all eminent domain papers, affidavits and 
pleadings, and said attorneys are authorized to have prepared, at said County's expense, 
such abstract of title search as may be necessary in connection therewith. 

---DAY OF MAR 1 0 20'15 -------' 2015. 

ATTEST: 

BY:~ 
·o,.. Deput Clerk 

fl.)ce.\,'c..... f't.rc.l;--
Printed Nan 

ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
By: Board of County Commissioners 

BY: ~ 'l', _.. -·· ... .-~c=c.-a.· , 
eresa Jacobs 

Orange County Mayor 

DATE: $•/eJ· 15 



STAFF REPORT EXHIBIT "A" 
CIP 1265 
Project: 
Limits: 

Pine Hills Trail - Phase 1 
From: Alhambra Drive to Siver Star Road 
and Delores Drive spur to Barnett Park 

PROJECT HISTORY 

March 2014 

In 2001, Orange County Parks and Recreation staff met with representatives from the Bamett 
Trust Foundation and Florida Power Corporation, now Duke Energy, to discuss the conveyance 
of propet1y to Orange County for a multi-use recreation trail. 

A topographic survey of the cmTidor and a Preliminary Wetlands and Listed Species Assessment 
was completed. 

In 2003 a Public Information Meeting was held at Bamett Park during which a formal 
presentation given by Parks and Recreation staff and District 6 Commissioner Ha11age. An 
infmmal question and answer session was also held. 

Right-of-way acquisition for Phase 1 of the Pine Hills Trail began in July 2005. In 2006, the 
Pine Hills Trail was named as one of Orange County's Legacy Projects and was funded for 
design and construction. Project Management for the trail was moved from Orange County 
Parks and Recreation to Orange County Public Works. In July 2007, the project was put on hold 
indefinitely due to budgetary constraints. In 2009, the Florida Depat1ment of Transportation 
awarded Federal Enhancement dollars to restart the design of the Pine Hills Trail project. Parks 
and Recreation Impact Fees funds were approved for the remaining Phase 1 right-of-way 
acquisition. 

PROJECT CONSIDERATIONS 

Among the important elements considered in determining the need for a multi-purpose 
recreation trail are existing conditions, long range planning, safety considerations, traffic 
analysis, environmental considerations, evaluation of alternative alignments, engineering 
recommendations and cost. These elements are discussed below. 

Existing Conditions 

Phase 1 of the proposed Pine Hills Trail project will almost exclusively use an existing 100 feet 
to 200 feet wide Duke Energy electrical power transmission utility cmTidor. The trail is centrally 
situated within the Pine Hills community and is aligned from Alhambra Drive north to Silver 
Star Road. Pine Hills repm1ed a population of60,076 people in the 2010 census and is also pa11 
of the Greater Orlando metropolitan area of over two million people. The Pine Hills area is 
characterized by a dense concentration of residential uses. This population has historically been 
seen as underserved. The Pine Hills Trail will be a valued recreational asset to the community. 
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STAFF REPORT 

CIP 1265 
Project: 
Limits: 

Pine Hills Trail - Phase 1 
From: Alhambra Drive to Siver Star Road 
and Delores Drive spur to Barnett Park 

Long Range Planning 

March 2014 

The proposed Pine Hills Trail is approximately 8.2 miles long (including an existing 0. 7 mile 
section) from State Road 50/Colonial Drive n01th to the Seminole Wekiva Trail at Rose Avenue 
in Northwest Orange County. The Project is split into three phases with Phase 1 from Alhambra 
Drive to Silver Star Road, Phase 2 from Silver Star Road to Clarcona Ocoee Road and Phase 3 
from Clarcona Ocoee Road to the Seminole Wekiva Trail at Rose Avenue. 

The Pine Hills Trail was listed as the third most needed trail in Orange County's Trails Master 
Plan that was adopted in 2012. The trails were ranked based on ten criteria: population density, 
public ownership, scenic/aesthetic value, transportation value, estimated construction cost per 
mile, catalyst for economic development, promoting urban infill, lack of bicycle/pedestrian 
facilities, connected to other trail conidors and available grant funding. The Pine Hills Trail will 
serve the densely populated Pine Hills Community and promote urban infill. It will provide 
connectivity with the West Orange Trail, the Shingle Creek Trail and the Seminole Wekiva Trail. 

In April of2011, President Obama launched the America's Great Outdoors initiative that saw the 
Depattment of the Interior selecting the Shingle Creek Trail for receive national recognition in a 
document titled "America's Great Outdoors Fifty State Report". Additionally, the northem 
segment of the Pine Hills Trail (Segment 3) was identified by the State of Florida Office of 
Greenway and Trails as a critical gap in Florida's Coast to Coast Trail. Therefore, the Pine Hills 
Trail's regional importance is bookended by these state and national trail priorities. 

The Pine Hills Trail Phase 1 is included in the MetroPlan Orlando Transportation Improvement 
Program FY 2013/14 to 2017/18 with design funding of$850,000 in FY 2013/14 and 
construction funding of$5,457,000 in FY 2014/15. The Pine Hills Trail Phase 3 is identified in 
the MetroPlan Orlando Prioritized Project List FY 2018/19 to 2029/30 as the number one ptiority 
for the Coast to Coast Trail category with an estimated total cost of $9,948,000 for design, right
of-way and construction. 

Safety Considerations 
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STAFF REPORT 

CIP 1265 
Project: 
Limits: 

Pine Hills Trail- Phase 1 
From: Alhambra Drive to Siver Star Road 
and Delores Drive spur to Barnett Park 

March 2014 

Constmction of a multi-use recreation trail in the Pine Hills Community will provide a safe 
corridor for bicyclists, skaters and pedestrians. Accidents recorded for roads parallel to the 
proposed Pine Hills Trail corridor during the period June 1, 2006 through March 2, 2014 were as 
follows:-

• Pine Hills Road (Silver Star Rd- Alhambra Dr.)- 28 Pedestrian and 25 Bike Accidents 

• Hastings Street (Silver Star Rd- Alhambra Dr.) - 6 Pedestrian and 6 Bike Accidents 

The proposed Pine Hills Trail Phase 1 alignment crosses Silver Star Road and the spur to Bamett 
Park crosses Pine Hills Road. Careful design features utilizing high visibility waming devices 
will be need to be included with this project to ensure safe crossings at these high vehicle volume 
locations. Close coordination with the Florida Department of Transpot1ation will be required for 
the Silver Star Road crossing. 

Alternative Alignments 

Due to the highly built-out suburban residential nature of the Pine Hills area, the only suitable 
alignment for the trail is the existing Duke Energy electrical power transmission utility conidor. 
The altemative alignments available along parallel, adjacent nm1h-south roadways such as Pine 
Hills Road and Hastings Street are congested and heavily used road corridors which pose safety 
risks to pedestrians and cyclists and have poor scenic and aesthetic value. In addition, these 
altemative routes present a very high number of potential ddveway conflicts with the multi-use 
trail. 

The prefetTed alignment is along a 100 ft. wide to 200 ft. wide electdcal power transmission 
utility coni.dor which is bordered by the backyards of Pine Hills residences. This utility conidor 
has been a historical, natural walking trail for the community due to its relative safety and 
seclusion as opposed to the hazards of navigating altemative routes such as Pine Hills Road and 
Hastings Street. A spur is also planned from the Pine Hills trail along Delores Drive heading 
south, then crossing Pine Hills Road into the very extensive, public multi-use recreational facility 
at Bamett Park. 

The Pine Hills residents have literally voted with their feet over many years to approve this 
alignment for an enhanced recreational trail. 
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STAFF REPORT 

CIP 1265 
Project: 
Limits: 

Pine Hills Trail- Phase 1 
From: Alhambra Drive to Siver Star Road 
and Delores Drive spur to Barnett Park 

Environmental Considerations 

March 2014 

The environmental considerations include land use, cultural features and community facilities, 
threatened and endangered species, impacts to wetlands, and contaminated sites. 

The area surrounding the proposed trail alignment is primarily residential with a few commercial 
and institutional facilities. 

There are no cultural features or community facilities were identified along the project corridor. 
A Preliminary Wetlands and Listed Species Assessment was performed and found gopher 
tortoise within the project coni.dor. The only potential wetland areas of concem were the pond 
south of Silver Star Road and the ditches in Bamett Park. Fmiher studies are needed. 

A Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment was performed on the Barnett Tmst parcel and other 
purchased parcels. No environmental concems were identified. 

The proposed project conidor lies within the St Johns Water Management District. Shallow 
drainage swales are proposed for drainage tun-off instead of retention ponds to avoid impact to 
the utility transmission easement. 

Project Costs 

The total estimated right-of-way cost for Phase 1 of the project is approximately $470,000. 
The estimated engineeti.ng design cost for Phase 1 of the project is approximately $850,000. 
The estimated constmction cost for Phase 1 of the project is approximately $2,800,000. 

Therefore, the total estimated project cost for Phase 1 of the Pine Hills Trail is approximately 
$4,120,000. 

Recommendations & Conclusion 

The prefened alignment for the Pine Hills Multi-Use Trail is within the I 00 feet to 200 feet wide 
electrical power transmission utility conidor between Alhambra Ddve in the south to Silver Star 
Road in the north with a spur along Delores Drive to connect to Barnett Park. 

The Pine Hills Trail is needed to provide a safe route for bicyclists, skaters and pedestrians in a 
suburban pat1 of Orange County where no such facilities exist. It also serves as an impo11ant link 
between the West Orange Trail and the future Shingle Creek Trail. 

It is recommended that the Orange County Public Works Depa11ment proceed with the right-of
way acquisition, design and construction of Pine Hills Trail Phase 1. 
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Schedule "A" SKETCH OF DESCRIPTION 
Pueel No. 1003 
Ellllte: FH SbDple 
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PINE HILLS TRAIL /Parcel No. 1003: 

Schedule "A • 

Legal Description of the Property 
The East 20.00 fe~t of the three following desr;ribed parcels: 

Beginning at the Northeast corner of Lot 6, Block '8~ PINE HILLS SUBDIVISION NO. 9, as recorded In 
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Records of Orange County, Florida; thence run South 00 degreu 09 minutes 00 second! £ott 50 feet 
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feet to the point of beginning. 

Beginning at the Northeast comer of Lot 5, Block '8~ PIN£ HILLS SUBDIVISION NO. 9, recorded In Plot 
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SCHEDULE "8" 

2129 PINE HILLS TRAIL PARCEL 1003 

FEE SIMPLE 

Parcel 1003: the interest being acquired is fee simple. 
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