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Good Afternoon, Mayor Jacobs and Commissioners. I am Glenn Rubinstein, President of 
the Timber Springs Homeowners' Association. 

I am here today to present the issues of concern to the residents of the Timber Springs 
Community. This falls under two general headings: (1) protecting the legal expectations of the 
homeowners of Timber Springs, that an Elementary School will be built on land zoned for an 
Elementary School; and (2) preventing the residents of Timber Springs from realizing decreased 
home values resulting from a sub-standard middle school, on a site that doesn't meet the 
minimum legal requirements for Orange County. 

The Timber Springs Community consists of 1 ,480 homes, made up of seven individual 
gated communities. First, due to the increased student population for a middle school, there are 
traffic concerns for Timber Springs' residents. Second, Orange County Public Schools ("OCPS") 
stated at their April 13th Rezoning Meeting, that an elementary school would be needed in five 
years. It is needed now and the site is already zoned for an elementary school. 

Since the Siting Ordinances went into effect in 2007, two middle schools were built by 
OCPS. Sunridge Middle School resides on 28.85 acres and Lake Nona Middle School is on 
20.38 acres. Lake Nona is a three-story building with well documented issues. Let's build what 
was zoned for and is needed now- an elementary school. 

With regard to the proposed construction of a middle school, the Development Review 
Committee denied the OCPS request to change the zoning by a4-1 vote - and for good reason: 

For a middle school, the Siting Ordinance requires a minimum of25 acres not 16.7 acres 
on the site in question. Moreover, 40% of the proposed site is wetlands. The 25 acre minimum is 
in the Siting Ordinance, not just to fit all the facilities, but to provide a safe learning 
environment. This is not something that should be compromised. To demonstrate another 
infrastructure hurdle, the Siting Ordinance states that middle schools should be on collector 
roads. Timber Springs Blvd is not a collector road. How many rules and ordinances need to be 
ignored or amended to justify building a middle school? 

Moving on, these are some of the issues the Timber Springs Community faces: 
• There will be need for additional security in our community park, next to the school 

site, for students that are dropped off early. 
• The ex-filtration system requires OCPS to perform extensive maintenance to prevent 

the athletic fields as well as the homes that abut the site from flooding. The ex
filtration system is being used, because the footprint for a middle school is too large 
for this site. There are minimum land requirements that are in place for a reason and 
cannot be ignored. 

• It is easy for others to dismiss the concerns of the homeowners that abut the property. 
However, Commissioners, ask yourself this, 'would you feel comfortable having your 
home abut this site, knowing that if OCPS doesn't perform the extensive necessary 
maintenance on the ex-filtration system, your home could flood?' Please, don't vote 
to put these homeowners in a position, you would not want to be in. 
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Now, let's discuss the deficiencies this proposed middle school faces. And if I seem 
passionate about this issue, it is twofold: first, as a retired educator in Miami-Dade County, I 
know first-hand the effects that a deficient school can have on education and the community at 
large; second, the residents of Timber Springs should not be the recipients of a sub-standard 
school - that is not compatible with the Comprehensive Plan. 

• The site plan shows none of the buffers and setbacks that this body required for West 
Orange and Wedgefield. 

• The portables are planned to be located inside the bus loop - which demonstrates and 
round hole and square peg nature of this plan. 

• Also, the bus loop is where Orange County Public Schools says all the deliveries will 
be made- another safety issue. 

• The track is not the standard shape, because there is not enough land. The emergency 
road doubles as the straight away for the track. Lastly, there is not enough space for 
the tennis courts. 

• The Development Review Committee requires that OCPS be able to stack cars, equal 
to at least 20% ofthe school's capacity on site. (242 cars). Wedgefield can stack over 
270 cars and has a smaller capacity (1030 students). Orange County Public Schools 
shows Ht&cars stacked on this proposed site. 
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The Timber Springs Community is pleased that overcrowding at A val on Middle School is 

finally being addressed by OCPS for the 2016-17 school year. A re-zoning is planned for eight 
middle schools in East Orange County- six of those schools have been under enrolled for years. 

• Why has OCPS waited so long to address this problem? With any of the 3 plans 
OCPS has put forth; 600 students will be rezoned from A val on Middle School for the 
2016-17 school year. 

• However, we all know that an opening date of 20 16-17 for this proposed middle 
school is extremely unlikely. 

• When the re-zoning is complete, 3 of the 8 elementary schools will be over enrolled 
by approximately 200 students, hardly a reason to build a middle school on a site that 
is now needed for an elementary school. 

• OCPS's own projections have Avalon Elementary over enrolled by 339 students. 
Timber Lakes Elementary has a projected over enrollment of approximately 169 
students and Stonelakes Elementary over enrolled by 165 students. 

• There is a greater need for an elementary school. Percentage wise the elementary 
schools, are now more overcrowded than A val on Middle School will be after re
zonmg. 

Conclusion 

The Timber Springs Community deserves the elementary school the site has been zoned 
for since 1998. I think I've made clear the simple fact that 16.7 acres is not enough land for a 
middle school, comparable to other Orange County middle schools and according to the law. 
However, it is a perfect site for an elementary school, based on upon the Orange County's 
School Siting Ordinances. 
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Commissioners, don't allow OCPS to misuse this site, for a middle school that is on 
tenuous legal footing and not compatible with the Comprehensive Plan. Listen to the 
Development Review Committee. Otherwise, what is their purpose? 

Mr. Smogor, the head of the Development Review Committee stated at the meeting, "I 
think putting a middle school here is in appropriate. It was designated as elementary school. The 
development was built on the premise that this was an elementary school and it should be an 
elementary school. Based on incompatibility the request is inconsistent with the Comprehensive 
Plan." 

Commissioners, the foundation of the Timber Springs position that a middle school is not 
appropriate, or desirable for the community, is based on: already existing laws and the opinions 
of your experts. Everyone else who comes before you today is asking for something; a zoning 
change here, ignoring an ordinance there. These are groups advocating for a sub~standard middle 
school; for a community in which the vast majority don't reside in and their children will not 
have to attend. 

On behalf of the homeowners of Timber Springs, we are here today to ask for nothing. 
And what I mean by that is: nothing but that you follow the law already in place and listen to the 
experts you have already retained. 

Therefore, I think that I have made clear, that the Timber Springs residents are not 
against a school on the site. We are against a sub~standard middle school - which our children 
will be forced to attend - built on a site legally mandated for an elementary school. 

I thank you for your time today. 

Respectfully, 

~~ 
Glenn Rubinstein 
President, Timer Springs Homeowners' Association 
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