
Diane Rullo, PhD 
8509 Greenbank Blvd 
Windermere, Fl. 34 786 RE: Rejection of Land Use Map Amendment #2015-2-A-1-4 

Mayor Jacobs and Board of County Commissioners: 

I am a resident homeowner at Lakes of Windermere- Peachtree, also identified as The · 

Preserve, and currently sit on the Homeowners Association Board. Previously, I was a resident 

homeowner at Lakeside at Lakes of Windermere Condominiums, 2 Yz miles northeast of Lakes 

of Windermere - Peachtree. As president of the condominium association board at Lakeside, I 

addressed this commission about changes to the Orange County Comprehensive Plan which 

·would negatively impact the current communities and homeowners in the area. 

The plea to reject changes to the original Comprehe~ive plan was to no avail and what I 

professed is exactly what happened. The consequences of the Comprehensive Plan change 

increased traffic on the private roads in that community putting children and residents in danger, 

which changed the quality of life for all its' residents, in addition to increasing costs fo each 

individual homeowner. This has contributed to the values of homes on that property remaining 

low and stagnant even as real estate is increasing, lowering tax revenue for the county. Many 

disappointed resident homeowners including myself chose to move in search of obtaining a 

better quality of life. 

I wanted to stay in ~outhwest Orange County, searched different communities and decided to 

live in Lakes of Windermere- Peachtree. The major attraction to this tucked away community 
'. 

was the protection of the conservation area, wetlands, and greenbelt. In doing due diligence, I 
'-

found that the area in question is zoned for 12 single family homes. This confirmed this area 

was consistent with the goals, objectives and policies of the Orange County Comprehensive 

Plan; specifically the village planning principles for the Horizons West/Lakeside Village 
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Specific Area Plan pertaining to "preservation of natural terrain, drainage, and vegetation and 

protection of greenbelts and wildlife corridors." 

A change in this zoning would not enhance southwest Orange County but once again 

negatively impact the Lakeside Village area Residents are concerned about traffic, school 

planning, conservation problems with wetlands, and infrastructure. It was reported in a 

newspaper article that even Commissioner Boyd said Horizons West is facing in.fi:astructure 

issues because of the intense growth in the area 

:,_ 
Another benefit to owning a home in Lakeside at Lakes of Windermere -Peachtree is the 

. .. 

wildlife in the area. As reported there are bald eagles and migrating birds both of which are 

legally protected by the Bald Eagle Protection Act and ·the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 

It would be a travesty to allow Developco who was aware of the zoning requirements (of 12 

single family homes) when it was purchased to destroy land designated greenbelt and wetland 

conservation in the Orange County Comprehensive Plan~ The Comprehensive Plan says these 
I 

areas should be protected and preserved as wildlife corridors. As noted from previous 
.. 

experience, this area will lose value by the loss of natural areas as well as increase the risk of 

flooding. 

-· 
It is unconscionable to have the rights ofDevelopco trump the rights of many ofthe 

homeowners and citizens, not only at Peachtree but all the commUnities that surround the area in 

question. The right thing to do is reject this proposal for a change in the land use map that 

would contribute to a financial impact upon the residents of Southwest Orange County, in turn 

financially impacting Orange County as a whole. 

~=~~rLv 
Diane Rullo, PliD. 


