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SUBJECT: 

Community, Environmental and Developmen;At 
Services Department 
(407) 836-1405 

September 1, 2015- Consent Item 
Environmental Protection Commission Recommendation for 
Waiver Request for a Dock for Dee Frank Grinnell 

On April 20, 2015, the Environmental Protection Division (EPD) received an 
Application to Construct a Dock at the project site located at 9842 Mohrs Cove Lane, 
Windermere, Florida on Lake Down (Parcel ID: 05-23-28-0000-00-028) in Orange 
County Commission District 1. 

The applicant also submitted an Application for Waiver to Section 15-342(b) (terminal 
platform) with the dock construction application. 

Section 15-342(b) states that, "the maximum square footage of the terminal platform 
shall not exceed the square footage of ten times the linear shoreline frontage for the 
first seventy-five (75) feet of shoreline and five times the linear shoreline frontage for 
each foot in excess of seventy-five (75) feet, not to exceed a maximum of one 
thousand (1 ,000) square feet." The shoreline length on this property is 173.0 linear 
feet at the Normal High Water Elevation (NHWE); therefore the applicant is allowed a 
one-thousand (1 ,000) square-foot terminal platform. The applicant is requesting to 
construct a 1,584 square-foot terminal platform. 

Pursuant to Section 15-350(a)(2), Waivers, " ... the applicant shall (1) describe how this 
waiver would not negatively impact the environment and (2) the effect of the proposed 
waiver on abutting shoreline owners." 
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September 1, 2015- Consent Item 
Environmental Protection Commission Recommendation for Waiver Request for a 
Dock for Dee Frank Grinnell 

To address Section 15-350(a)(2)(1 ), the applicant is proposing a contribution of $1,595 
to the Conservation Trust Fund (CTF) as mitigation for the additional shading impacts 
to the surface water that will be caused by the larger than allowed terminal platform. 
Based on the Uniform Mitigation Assessment Method (UMAM), the contribution 
amount is equivalent to the mitigation required for the impacts. 

To address Section 15-350(a)(2)(2), the dock contractor stated, "the proposed dock 
would have no discernable effect on the adjacent property owners. The larger terminal 
platform will not impede lake view or access for either adjacent owner nor any other 
lakeshore owner. The views from the adjacent owner homes face directly south as do 
their docks." 

Notifications of the waiver request were sent to all property owners within three
hundred (300) feet of the subject property on May 13, 2015. 

EPD received two (2) objections to the waiver request, one (1) from Charles Boucher, 
President of the Lake Down Homeowners Association, located two (2) lots to the west, 
and one (1) from William and Kathlene Hohns, the neighbors three (3) lots to the west. 
Both parties object to the terminal platform size. 

In summary, they maintain that a terminal platform of this size is inconsistent with the 
size of the rest of the terminal platforms on the Butler Chain of Lakes. Both parties 
have requested that the applicant not be allowed to build a dock with more than a one
thousand (1 ,000) square-foot terminal platform. 

EPD staff reviewed the size of terminal platforms on existing docks in the vicinity. The 
dock on the adjacent lot to the east of the applicant has a terminal platform size of 
1,078 square feet. The dock on the adjacent lot to the west of the applicant has a 
terminal platform 870 square feet in size. 

The applicant was unable to demonstrate that the proposed terminal platform size will 
not have a negative impact on the adjacent neighbor(s) as required in (15-
350(a)(2)(2); therefore, the recommendation of the Environmental Protection Officer 
(EPO) was to deny the request for waiver to Section 15-342(b). 

Based upon the evidence and testimony presented at the July 22, 2015, public 
hearing, the Environmental Protection Commission (EPC) made a recommendation, 
pursuant to Orange County Code, Chapter 15, Article IX, Section 15-350(b), to 
overturn the recommendation of the Environmental Protection Officer and approve the 
request for waiver to Orange County Code, Chapter 15, Article IX, Section 15-342(b) 
for the Dee Frank Grinnell Dock Construction Permit BD-15-04-045 with a contribution 
of $1,595 to the CTF as mitigation for the terminal platform. 
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September 1, 2015- Consent Item 
Environmental Protection Commission Recommendation for Waiver Request for a 
Dock for Dee Frank Grinnell 

ACTION REQUESTED: Accept the recommendation of the Environmental 
Protection Commission to approve the request for a 
waiver for Section 15-342(b)(terminal platform size) for 
the Dee Frank Grinnell Dock Construction Permit BD-
15-04-045, with the condition the Applicant pay $1,595 
to the Conservation Trust Fund as mitigation for the 
terminal platform. District 1 

JVW/LC: mg 

Attachments 



Waiver for Dock Construction Permit Request 

Waiver for Dock Construction Permit Request 
District No. 1 

Applicant: Dee Frank Grinnell 

ParceiiD: 05-23-28-0000-00-028 

Address: 9842 Mohrs Cove Lane 

Windermere, FL 34786 

Boat Dock Permit No.: BD-15-04-045 

Project Site 

Property Location -

LAKE DOWN 
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ORANGE COUNTY 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION 

Recommendation regarding a request for approval of a waiver from Orange County Code, Chapter 15, 
Article IX, Section 15-342(b) (terminal platfonn size) for DO<:k Construction Pennit BD- I 5-04-045; 
Dee Frank Grinnell, 9842 Mohrs Cove Lane, Windennere, Florida. Lake Down. 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMISSION ("EPC") on 
the above application was as follows· 

REQUEST: Dee Frank Grinnell (the ''Applicant") is requesting approval of a waiver from Orange 
County Code, Chapter 15, Article IX, Section 15-342(b). 

BACKGROUND: On April 8. 20 l5, the Environmental Protection Division (EPD) received an 
Application to Construct a Dock for the property IO<:atcd at 9842 Mohrs Cove Lane, Windennere, 
Florida, on Lake Down. The dock construction application included an Application for Waiver to 
Chapter I 5, Article IX, Section 15-342(b) tenninal platform size. 

As stated in section 15-342(b ), "the maximum square footage of the tenninal platfonn shall not exceed 
the square footage of ten times the linear shoreline frontage for the first seventy-tive (75) feet of 
shoreline and five times the linear shoreline frontage for each foot in excess of seventy-five (75) feet, 
not to exceed a maximum of one thousand (1,000) square feet." The length of the shoreline is 173 
linear feet at the Nonnal High Water Elevation (NHWE); therefore, the allowed tenninal platfonn size 
is 1,000 square feet. The applicant is requesting to construct a l ,584 square foot tenninal platfonn. 

Pursuant to Section 15-350(aX2). Waivers, " ... the applicant shall (I) describe how this waiver would 
not negatively impact the environment and (2) the eflect of the proposed waiver on abutting shoreline 
owners," 

To address Section 15-350(a)(2)( l ), the applicant is proposing a contribution of S 1,595.00 to the 
Conservation Trust Fund (CTF) as mitigation for the additional shading impacts to the surface water 
that will be caused by the larger than allowed tenninal platfonn. Ba~ed on the Uniform Mitigation 
Assessment Methodology (UMAM), the contribution amount is equivalent to the mitigation required 
for the impacts. 

Notifications for the waiver request were sent to all shoreline property owners within 300 feet of the 
subject property on May 13, 2015. EPD received two (2) objections to the waiver request. 

There is currently no enforcement action for this property. 

The recommendation of the Environmental Protection Officer (EPO) was to deny the request for waiver 
to greater than allowed tenninal platform size, since the Applicant was unable 10 demonstrate there 
would be no negative eflect on the abutting shoreline owners. 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval. Based upon the evidence and testimony presented at the July 22. 
2015. public hearing, the EPC made a recommendation, pursuant to Orange County Code, Chapter 15, 
Article IX, Section 15-350 (b), to overturn the recommendation of the EPO and approve the request for 
waiver to Orange County Code, Chapter 15, Artic!t: IX, Section IS-342(b) for the Dee Frank Grinnell 
Dock Construction Permit BD-15-04-045, with a condition that the Applicant make a monetary 
contribution of $1,595.00 to the CTF as mitigation for tl:e additional shading impacts that will be 
caused by the larger than allowed tennmai_Elatform ~· _7-"" 

' '~ _"?~,,./'~/ . ' 

Signature of EPC Chainnan~ft'/·:...,;::;:-5--......--r:~ 

DAn: EPC RECOMM~~D/\ TION RENDERED: 7 ( :;_ 2-{l S 
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APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT A BOAT DOCK 

APPLICATION FOR WAIVER 

(Pursuant to Orange County Code, Chapter 15, Article IX, Section 15-350(a)(2)) 

Mail or 
Deliver To: 

Orange County Environmental Protection Division 
800 Mercy Drive, Suite 4 
Orlando, Florida 32808 
( 407) 836-1400, Fax ( 407) 836-1499 

Renea Anderson on behalf of Dee Frank Grinell (if applicable) pursuant to Orange 
County Code Chapter 15, Article IX, Section 15-350(a)(2) am requesting a waiver to section (choose and circle from the 
following: 15-~42lb), 15-343(b ), 15-344(a) and 15-345(a)) of the Orange County Dock Constmction Ordinance. 

1. Describe how this waiver would not negatively impact the environment: 

The only environmental impacts associated with the proposed dock is shade to the submerged aquatic 
vegetation. The vegetation is consistent along the entire shoreline of the lake. The boat dock provides 
shade to fish and wildlife species that utilize the open water system. The environmental impact is minimal. 

2. Describe the effect of the proposed waiver on abutting shoreline owners: 

The proposed dock would have no discernable effect on the adjacent property owners. the larger terminal 
platform will not impede lake view or access for either adjacent owner nor any other lakeshore owner. 
The views from the adjacent owner homes face directly south as do their docks. 

The environmental protection officer and the board may require of the applicant information necessary to carry out the 
purposes of this article. 

By signing and submitting this application form, I am applying for a waiver to the Section indicated of the Orange County 
Dock Constmction Ordinance identified above, according to the supporting data and other incidental infonnation filed 
with this application. I am familiar with the information contained in this application, and represent that such information 
is true, complete, and accurate. 1 understand this is an application and not a pem1it, and that work conducted prior to 
approval is a violation. I understand that this application and any permit issued pursuant thereto, does not relieve me of 
any obligation for obtaining any other required federal, state, or local permits prior to commencement of construction. I 
understand that knowingly making any false statements or representation in this application is a violation of Sections 15-
341 & 15-342, Orange County Code. 

Name of Applicant: Renea Anderson 

Signature of Applicant/ Agent---'-"Rt"""tW""'-"!XIJ09r-'-lH...,J....:.~N'ftrS-'--_o_n ________ _ Date: 04/15/15 

Corporate Title (if applicable): ---------------------------

Application for Boat Dock Waiver Rev 3-30-12 



LAKE DOWN HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Post Office Box 1201, Windermere, Florida 34786 

June 01, 2015 

Mr. Tim Hull 
Environmental Team Leader 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION 

800 Mercy Drive, Suite 4 
Orlando, Florida 32808 

Re: Objection to Application for Waiver 
Applicant: Dee Frank Grinnell 
Subject Site Address: 9842 Mohrs Cove Lane 
Application Number: BD-15-04-045 
Lake Name: Down 
Orange County Commission District: 1 

Dear Mr. Hull: 
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Please note our objection to the application for waiver on the property set forth above. The pro
posed terminal platform of 1,584 square feet in size, or roughly 40 feet x 40 feet, if the platform 
were to be square in its shape, is radically different than terminal platforms on Lake Down. Typi
cally, terminal platforms on Lake Down, as well as on the Butler Chain of Lakes, rarely exceed 
1,000 square feet. 
In addition, the application provides for a pier of 70' in length and a platform extending a further 
36' in length, a total of 106', considerably longer than piers and terminal platforms along the 
north shore of Lake Down, where this pier would be situated. Piers and terminal platforms along 
this portion of Lake Down are generally 90' or less in total length extended into the water, mak
ing this proposed structure 15-25% longer than nearby situated piers. To the extent this pier and 
terminal platform extend further than surrounding piers, this raises a significant safety issue for 
boaters, jet ski operators, and especially, individuals including children exposed on water skis or 
tubing behind a boat, that may be forced to alter their path suddenly to avoid an unexpected ob
stacle in their normal safe pathway near piers. 
In summary, we are objecting first and foremost to the total length of the proposed pier and ter
minal platform, which at 106', appears to be significantly longer than surrounding piers and sec
ondly, to the sheer size of the proposed terminal platform, which at 1,584 square feet, appears to 
be well in excess of 150% of the surrounding terminal platforms (as well as the overwhelming 
majority of terminal platforms on the Butler Chain of Lakes). This proposed project is incon
sistent and out of character with terminal platforms on this lake. 
We would request that the waiver be denied. Thank you, 

s;~ ;/~ J-Jo-1~ 
Charles Boucher, President 
Lake Down Homeowners Association, Inc. 
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WILLIAM A. HOHNS 

KATHLENE C. HOHNS 
10461 Down Lakeview Circle, Windermere, Florida 34786 

June 01, 2015 

Mr. Tim Hull 
Environmental Team Leader 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION 

800 Mercy Drive, Suite 4 
Orlando, Florida 32808 

Re: Objection to Application for Waiver 
Applicant: Dee Frank Grimrell 
Subject Site Address: 9842 Mohrs Cove Lane 
Application Number: BD-15-04-045 
Lake Name: Down 
Orattge Comrty Commission District: 1 

Dear Mr. Hull: 
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Please note our objections to the application for waiver on the property set forth above. The pro
posed terminal platform of 1,584 square feet, or 44 feet x 36 feet, is substantially different from 
terminal platforms on Lake Down. Typically, terminal platforms on Lake Down, and the Butler 
Chain of Lakes, rarely exceed 1,000 square feet. And, many are noticeably smaller yet. 

Furthermore, the application posits a pier of 70' with a further platform extending another 36', a 
total length of 106', considerably longer than combined piers/terminal platforms on the north 
shore of Lake Down, where this pier would be sited. Piers and terminal platforms along Lake 
Down are generally 90' aud less in total length, making this proposed structure 15-25% longer 
than nearby situated piers. To the extent this pier and terminal platform extend further than sur
rounding piers, this raises a significant safety issue for boaters, jet ski operators, and most espe
cially, adults and children on water skis or tubing behind a boat that may be forced to alter their 
path suddenly to avoid an unexpected obstacle in their normal activity near piers. 
We object to the total length of the proposed pier and terminal platform, which at 106', appears to 
be significantly longer than surrounding piers and we believe represents a potential safety issue. 
We further object to the size of the proposed terminal platform, which at 1,584 square feet, ap
pears to be well in excess of 150% of the surrounding terminal platforms (as well as the over
whelming majority of terminal platforms on the Butler Chain of Lakes). 

We respectfully request the waiver be denied. Thank you. 
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Grinnell Boat Dock Objectors Map 
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Orange County prepares 
and uses this information for 
its own purposes and this 
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suitable for other purposes. 
This information is provided 
as is. 

2014 January Aerial Photo 
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