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September 1, 2015 -Work Session Item 
Crash Barriers for Child Day Cares 

In response to a tragic motor vehicle crash into a child day care center on April 9, 
2014, Mayor Jacobs requested a countywide assessment of motor vehicle 
crashes as a public safety threat to vulnerable or at-risk populations, which 
include children and senior citizens. A multi-disciplinary staff work group 
completed the assessment and Fire Chief Otto Drozd Ill presented the results 
and findings at the Board of County Commissioners' (Board) meeting on 
Tuesday, February 10, 2015. 

Following that discussion, on May 5, 2015, staff conducted a Work Session with 
the Board to get direction regarding major parameters for development 
regulations and standards for crash barriers for child day care facilities. Given the 
potential costs for design and construction, the Board directed staff to establish a 
grant program to potentially assist smaller, existing child daycares centers with 
the cost of adding crash barriers to their facility. The Board directed staff to 
prepare an ordinance for public hearing and develop grant criteria for FY 15-16. 

As staff began drafting the ordinance, it became apparent there are significant 
challenges in developing specific design standards given the diversity of existing 
day care facilities. Given the complexity and likely costs associated with 
retrofitting crash barriers on to existing sites, the County's approach and 
implementation schedule may need to be modified. Standards for new child day 
care centers are more straightforward and should be able to be reasonably 
accommodated into the design of new projects. The work session with the Board 
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on September 1, 2015, will focus on potential site-specific design standards, 
whether the ordinance should apply to existing child day cares, and the funding 
and parameters of a grant program to help offset the potential costs for existing, 
non-franchised child day care facilities. 

ACTION REQUESTED: Board direction regarding crash barriers for child 
day care facilities. All Districts 
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