
Good Afternoon Mayor Jacobs, Commissioners and Fellow Citizens 

· I am India Hill, a resident of Avalon Park. I have three children that will eventually be attending middle 
school I am also an Emergency Manager I have a master's degree ii'\.Emergency and Disaster 
Management and 1 am pursuing a PhD in the same field. I am here to address concerns regarding the 
new middle school in relation to emergency management. Specifically EMS Access, emergency release, 
safety drills, and the limited use of portable buildings. 

The potential issue of EMS access being blocked during drop off and pick up times has been brought 
forward, however I fail to see this issue. If you look at the attached map you will see that the purposed 
site is in the middle of a half circle shaped road known as Timber Springs. This provides two entrances 
and exits for traffic including EMS vehicles. Also because of the plan to double stack cars, EMS will have 
no problem getting to an emergency, as traffic will not be blocking the road. 

This leads to my next point of Emergency Release. In the unlikely event that there is an emergency 
release of students the traffic design of both the purposed school and neighborhood provide an Ideal 
traffic flow for a quick release, with there being two entrances and exits parents can quickly pick up their 
children by using the entrance of timber springs closest to the high school and then exiting via the exit 
near the shopping center or vice versa. This would be a natural traffic flow, especially for the parents in 
the Avalon Lakes Subdivision who are most likely to drive their students to and from school. In 
comparison there is only one viable entrance and exit currently at Avalon Middle School, what an 
Improvement the new school will be regarding this issue and the issue of traffic over all. 

My next point Is the improvement of safety in regards to safety drills and the limited use of portables. 
Because the student population at the new school will be half of what it currently Is as AMS fire drills, 
tornado drills, and intrusion drills will be more effective and efficient. As they will take less time to 
evacuate or get Into proper position, in the event of a real event the students would overall be safer at 
the new school as the population Is half of what it currently is at AMS. 

Because the new school is being proposed on slightly smaller acreage than some other middle schools in 
the county, there is less open space for portables to be put on site, portables are not safe buildings In 
the eyes of emergency managers and during inclement weather students must be moved Into a main 
building. Because of the limited number of portables there will be less interruption and less safety Issues 
present at the new middle school. 

I urge you to look at the safety concerns of an overcrowded school verses the new school, I am 
confident you will find that the new school is significantly safer than an overcrowded school. Based on 
this I urge you to vote in favor of the new school. 
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