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Mayor Teresa Jacobs 

Jennifer Thompson, District 4 Commissioner 

June 16, 2015 

Discussion Item Request 

At our board meeting on June 30th, I would like to discuss a possible fee waiver for a necessary 
land use change from commercial to residential. I am prepared to elaborate the extent of the 
financial hardship associated with this request including the uniqueness of this situation and the 
burden it places on a struggling veteran and his family. As this is the only time I have made or 
considered this type of request, I ask for your support in this matter. 

Thank you. 

Cc: Board of County Commissioners 
Ajit Lalchandani, County Administrator 
Chris Testerman, Assistant County Administrator 
Eric Gassman, Chief Accountability Officer 

COMMISSIONER JENNIFER THOMPSON, DISTRICT 4 
201 South Rosalind Avenue, 5'1'H Floor Reply To: Post Office Box 1393 Orlando, Florida 32802-1393 

407-836-7350 Fax 407-836-5879 



Orance County 

District 4 Commissioner 

Jennifer Thompson 

May26,2015 

Dear Commissioner Thompson, 

My name Is Daniel Shaw. I am writing this letter to make a request to have the fees for Comprehensive 
Planninc and Zonlna be waived because of great financial burden that this will have on my wife and I. 

I am a combat veteran who is being treated for PTSD. I have been by the VA and private doctors for 
many years. This Illness had become so great that I could no longer function In the business world. Rve 
years aso I began regular treatment from the VA and I continue today. They have hetped a lot but there 
is still a long ways to go. 

Another reason I can't work is that my wife is also disabled. She has stase 4 emphysema, diverticulitis, 
colon Infections as well as other problems. We have been married 42 years and I am now her full time 
caregiver. She spends most of her days In bed and I now do all the house deanlng, cooking laundry, etc. 
She Is on Oxycen 24n and needs my assistance for bathing and dressing and just to get around the 
house. 

At this time our only Income Is my social security and my wife social security and the VA gives me some 
disability. 

Five years ago when my PTSD became so great I could no longer run my business. The bills kept 
coming In and finally we had to short sale our home which we owned for 27 years to make sood on the 
debt we had Incurred durins that time. After that our only option was to move into our office which is 
commercial property In the same nelshborhood that we had lived In for the past 27 years. Friends and 
family helped me make it a nice place to live. I worked all the details out with the zoninc, code 
enforcement and building departments. 

If allowed to rezone our property we will be able to file Homestead Exemption and reduce 3 taxed lots 
to 1. Also it will allow us to request a reverse home mortsage and this may also help our financial 
status. 

At present all the property around us is RlA and by changing the zoning will help in keeplns the 
neighborhood all residential. 



I have attached to this request letters from my wife's doctors describing her condition and a letter 

from my VA doctor as well as a copy of my military dd-214 in hopes that this will help in your decision to 

exempt us from all the fees required to do the rezoning. 

In closing I must thank all the county people that I have worked with on this Issue. They have all been 

VERY helpful, polite and willing to help me go forward with anything I have asked. Thank you to all. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Shaw 

13024 lake Mary Jane Rd. 

Orlando, Fl. 32832 



Interoffice Memorandum 

June 19, 2015 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Chris Testerman, Assistant County Administrator 
Infrastructure Services & Government Relations 

Alberto A. Vargas, Manager ~ •• 
Planning Division ~ 

13024 S. Lake Mary Jane Road 
(PIC 25-24-31-3872-00-021) 

As per your request, below is the application fee structure to process a Small Scale 
Future Map Amendment, and a Conventional Rezoning for the property located on 
13024 S. Lake Mary Jane Road in the Lake Mary Jane Rural Settlement: 

• Small Scale FLUM Amendment: $3,426 
• Conventional Rezoning: $1,531 

In total, for a Small Scale FLUM Amendment and a Conventional Rezoning, the total fee 
would be $4,957. 

AV: 
Attachments 

c: Jon Weiss, Director, CEDS Department 
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Preserving Rural Florida 

Dear Commissioner Thompson, 

As the communications chairperson for the Lake Mary Jane Alliance, I wanted to let you know that the 
Lake Mary Jane Alliance board members strongly support changing the zoning for the parcel that used 
to be the Country Store in the Isle of Pines and changing it to Residential. 

I sent out an email to our board members last week and 12 have responded back with absolute 
support for this. (2 may be out of town or not responding to their em ails yet.) 

Years ago the closes grocery store was 17.5 miles from the entrance to the Isle of Pines community, so 
having a store out in the rural settlement was important. But now it makes complete sense to change 
the zoning back to residential since there are so many other businesses in the Lake Nona area. Also
the family shut down the Country store years ago when the publix opened up and ran their 
construction business from there (which as not needed by the rural settlement) and then the family 
actually moved into it and has been living there for years. So there is no reason why this should remain 
commercial when it is clearly being used for residential purposes, and there is no longer a need for 
commercial zoning within this rural settlement. 

Our LMJA Board encourages you to support this request. 

Thanks again for contacting us about a zoning change in advance! 

Sincerely, 

S~ArYLOltL 
Suzanne Arnold 
Lake Mary Jane Alliance Communications Chairperson 
407-719-6885 
13306 Lake Mary Jane Rd 
Orlando, FL 32832 


